
  

Personal and Sensitive Data Node (PSDN) – 
Concept  
Name of the initiators: Olga Churakova, Christine Krebs, Christian Futter 

Co-leads: Christine Krebs, Christian Futter, Olga Churakova 

Contact:  Christine Krebs, christine.r.krebs@unibe.ch 

Introduction 
The node “Personal and Sensitive Data” (PSDN) of the SRDSN focuses on the topic of sensitive 
and personal data as well as addresses ethical issues related to personal and sensitive data 
across all subject-specific disciplines.  

The PSDN aims to: 

● bring data professionals together to exchange knowledge at the national level 
● obtain input from experts on the topic 
● provide a platform to share resources, such as guidelines for how RDM professionals 

can address these issues in their institutions 
● foster the exchange of needs and solutions covering all aspects of available support in 

personal and sensitive data 
● be intra-, inter-, and -transdisciplinary  

Objectives 
The node aims to achieve the following objectives (timeline to be defined with node 
members): 

● create a knowledge platform for informal discussions; and to share and 
develop guidelines and training materials 

● obtain expert input through sharing use-cases, presentations, workshops and 
webinars  

Community 
Any member of the SRDSN can become a PSDN member and is expected to commit to the 
node activities. 
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Activities 

● Participate in the bi-annual node meetings (targeted towards RDM professionals and 
the SRDSN community) to discuss questions / issues / use cases  

● The PSDN knowledge platform supports RDM staff by: 
o developing and/or directing members to guidelines and best practices 
o coordinating with the larger SRDSN and other related networks  
o sharing public materials in the SRDSN Zenodo community 
o providing relevant information on the SRDSN website (incl. contact points, 

experts and discipline-specific networks) 
o providing a platform via internal storage of the SRDSN (Google Drive and 

SWITCH Drive, in case of confidential information/personal data contacts) to 
share teaching materials and guidelines 

● Workshops and Events:  
Invite internal/external experts from national and international communities (if 
possible) to provide insights on the topic of personal and sensitive data, and facing 
ethical, security and legal issues (online / on-site). Workshops can be organized by the 
whole node or by individual members together with RDM professionals from other 
institutions. Events will facilitate good scientific practices and provide opportunities to 
exchange on subject-specific use-cases. 

Operational Mechanisms 
The responsibility of leading and organizing is fulfilled by two SRDSN members from different 
institutions (if possible from diverse institutional types and/or language areas).  

The two co-leads of the node are responsible for: 

● Timely communication to the Operational Committee to reserve a presentation slot at 
the bi-annual SRDSN community meeting 

● Providing updates for the SRDSN website (e.g., welcoming new members, node 
membership via the website) 

● Creating and updating the PSDN membership list 
● Managing and archiving PSDN-related documents 
● Organizing (annually, in autumn) an election of co-leads by hands majority, taking 

diversity into account 
● Annual reporting and revision of the concept (if necessary) for the SRDSN autumn 

meeting  
● Communication with the Steering Committee for reporting and review of the node 

concept, node milestones and deliverables 



  

Both node co-leads also contribute to the node’s activities and its further development in 
alignment with the SRDSN strategy and SRDSN member needs. The node co-leads meet at a 
minimum, as often as meetings are held for the node. They distribute the roles and 
responsibilities among themselves. 

Voting for new node co-leads 
The node co-leads are elected for a duration of two years. To sustain stability each year one 
co-lead will be newly elected while the other co-lead is confirmed for his/her second year. A 
list of node members with the right to vote for co-leads will be maintained based on profile 
information obtained from the SRDSN website.  

The same voting mechanism will be used for the confirmation of any changes or revisions of 
the node concept. 

Timeline 
The node is planned to be open-ended, with no pre-defined duration. During the annual 
reporting, any decrease in activity or interest will be evaluated, and if necessary, the timeline 
will be adjusted, or the node will be closed. 
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